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Speaker and Moderator Bios
Emmanuel Abello, Clerk, Santa Clara LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Emmanuel Abello is the Clerk for Santa Clara LAFCo. Santa Clara LAFCo has depended on Emmanuel’s skilled clerical, administrative and
technical support since 2001. He has been instrumental in LAFCo’s efforts to investigate and use technology to improve its processes. With
self-taught skills, he helped create LAFCo’s various complex databases which have automated LAFCo’s application, noticing, and mailing
processes. He is the Webmaster for the LAFCo website, has created websites for special projects and was the point person for LAFCo’s
electronic document management system project.

Greg Bazhaw, GIS Analyst, Santa Clara County Department of Planning &
Development
Speaker: Breakout Session: Making GIS work for the LAFCo layperson; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Greg Bazhaw has been providing geospatial technology solutions to local government his entire career. He is a GIS Analyst/Administrator
with the Santa Clara County Department of Planning & Development since 1990. Greg manages and maintains the GIS data for Santa Clara
LAFCo with over 100 LAFCo GIS layers, including the official LAFCo boundaries of cities (city limits, urban service area, and sphere of
influence) and special districts (district boundary and district spheres of influence). Greg regularly updates these layers to reflect the various
boundary changes and provides these layers to local agencies and the public upon request. Greg also conducts GIS analysis for special
LAFCo projects as needed. He also was a presenter on the 2012 CALAFCO Staff Workshop session on GIS Analysis and LAFCOs. The LAFCo
office has greatly benefitted from Greg’s ability to plan, troubleshoot and provide efficient solutions to address LAFCo’s GIS data and
analysis needs.

Gary B. Bell, Senior Counsel, Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley
Speaker: Breakout Session: Master the art of resolution making; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Gary B. Bell is a Shareholder at Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, a municipal law firm with offices in Los Angeles and Grass Valley. His
litigation and advisory practice cover a range of public law issues including land use, CEQA, public works contracting, contracts, elections
law, municipal finance law, labor and employment law, constitutional law, code enforcement, conflicts of interest, LAFCo and special
district matters and open meeting and records laws. Gary serves as Assistant General Counsel for San Diego LAFCo, Yuba LAFCo, Calaveras
LAFCo, City Attorney for Auburn, Town Attorney for Yountville and General Counsel for the Garden Valley Fire Protection District and the
Pine Grove Community Services District. Gary graduated with highest honors from UC Santa Cruz in 2008 with a B.A. in psychology and
received his J.D. in 2012 from the UC Davis School of Law.

P. Scott Browne, Attorney, Law Office of P. Scott Browne
Speaker: Breakout Session: CEQA 201; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

P. Scott Browne is an attorney based in Grass Valley, California, in active practice since 1976. He specializes in municipal law, with an
emphasis on LAFCos, as well as business and real estate law matters. He is a graduate of Yale University (1973) with a Bachelor degree in
economics and a Juris Doctor degree from the University of California Hastings College of Law (1976). He was admitted to the California
State Bar in 1976 and has been practicing law ever since; first as Deputy County Counsel for the County of Nevada, then as a senior partner
in a law firm and now as a sole practitioner with associated attorney Marsha Burch. A large portion of his practice involves the
representation of numerous small government agencies; he is currently general counsel for Butte, Colusa, Lake, Mendocino, Modoc,
Nevada, Plumas, Solano and Sutter LAFCos and alternate counsel to Yuba and Yolo LAFCo. He has also been a City Attorney for the City of
Colfax and represented several other small government agencies. He is currently Special Counsel for Consolidated Irrigation District in
Fresno County and has litigated a number of CEQA cases on behalf of the District over annexation projects. Scott has been active in the
statewide association of CALAFCO as a presenter and member of the Legislative Committee. In 2012, Scott was awarded a lifetime

achievement award by CALAFCO for his work with member commissions and the Association. He also represents several clients with
respect to large real estate transactions and litigation. Scott is a present and past member of the board of directors of many non-profit
organizations including numerous community service organizations and liberal arts organizations.

Gavin Centeno, Policy Analyst, Orange LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Analyst 201 – Level up and put a capital “a” in “analyst”; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Gavin Centeno joined the Orange County (OC) LAFCo staff in the fall of 2016 as a Policy Analyst. In his current position, Gavin is responsible
for research and analysis involving potential city and district boundary changes and governance issues. Gavin received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Public Administration from California State University Dominguez Hills (CSUDH) and received a Master of Arts degree in Public
Administration from California State University Long Beach. Gavin previously served in leadership roles as a Student Trustee for Long Beach
City College and Student Body President for CSUDH. Prior to joining OC LAFCo, he served as Field Representative for California State
Assembly Member Mike Gipson and more recently as a Management Intern with the City Manager’s office in the City of Bellflower.

David Church, Executive Officer, San Luis Obispo LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Ethics, politics and decisions – Tales from the trenches; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

David Church currently serves as the Executive Officer for the San Luis Obispo (SLO) LAFCo. He has over 25 years’ of public service
experience in the public sector planning and administrative fields. David has worked for SLO LAFCo for the past 18 years. In those 18 years
with SLO LAFCo, David has helped process annexations, written Municipal Service Reviews and Sphere of Influence Updates and numbers of
other LAFCo proposals. Most recently, SLO LAFCo has been working on the dissolution of fire district and a major annexation to a city that
includes prime agricultural land. David has facilitated a number of CALAFCO sessions over the years including LAFCo 101. He received his
Master’s Degree from the University of San Francisco and his Bachelors from Westmont College. David and family have lived in the small
rural town of Santa Margarita for 28 years and he enjoys playing bocce ball (and beating Don Lockhart), hiking and backpacking (but not the
JMT again as it was very hard!) and swimming from Alcatraz when the sharks are gone.

Michael Colantuono, Shareholder, Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC
Speaker: General Session: LAFCo policies – Helpful decision-making framework, constraint on policymaking, or both?; Friday, 9 a.m.

Michael has specialized in municipal law since 1989. He is certified by the California State Bar’s Board of Legal Specialization as a Specialist
in Appellate Law and is also a member of the California Academy of Appellate Lawyers, an association of fewer than 100 of the most
distinguished appellate lawyers in California. He has argued five cases in the California Supreme Court and appeared in all six of the
California District Courts of Appeal. Michael has expertise in a broad range of areas of concern to local governments in California, including
constitutional law, land use regulation, open meetings law, elections law, municipal litigation, conflicts of interest, public utilities, LAFCo
issues, and a wide range of public finance issues involving taxes, assessments, fees and charges. Michael is perhaps California’s leading
expert on the law of local government revenues, handling six cases on that subject in the California Supreme Court since 2004. California
Chief Justice Ronald M. George presented him with the 2010 Public Lawyer of the Year Award on behalf of the California State Bar. The
Speaker of the California Assembly appointed him as a member of the Board of Trustees of the California Bar, the state agency which
regulates the practice of law in California.

Doug Dorado, Government Analyst, Los Angeles LAFCo
Moderator: Breakout Session: Master the art of resolution making; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Doug Dorado has worked for Los Angles LAFCo for over 17 years. He started as the Mapping Technician and currently holds the position of
Government Analyst. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Geography and Environmental Studies and a Certificate in Urban Planning
from California State University, San Bernardino.

Carolyn Emery, Executive Officer, Orange LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Succession planning: Is your LAFCo prepared for the Silver Tsunami?; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Carolyn Emery joined the Orange LAFCo team in 2000. She has more than twenty years of public policy experience with local and state
government. As the Orange LAFCo Executive Officer, she is responsible for the agency’s external relations and the development of Orange
LAFCos strategic plans, annual work plans and operational budget. Additionally, she represents Orange LAFCo on multiple committees and
boards that include the CALAFCO Legislative Committee, California Special Districts Association Feedback Team, Orange County Council of
Governments, and the Center for Demographic Research Management Oversight Committee. Carolyn earned a Bachelor of Arts in Political
Science with emphasis in American Government and a Master's degree in Public Policy and Administration from California State University,
Long Beach.

David Fey, Executive Officer, Fresno LAFCo
Moderator: Breakout Session: CKH: Reading between the lines; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

David Fey is the Executive Officer of Fresno LAFCo. He has worked in local agency land use, utility planning, public outreach, CEQA, and
emergency response planning since 1986 as both a city planner in the Fresno-Clovis area and as staff for consulting firms serving the central
California market. He cut his teeth on annexations for the city of Fresno as part of the planning department’s “urban unification team” that
processed dozens of annexations under Cortese-Knox to reduce the abundance of unincorporated islands in the Fresno metro area. Using
the lessons from those formative experiences, 19 years later as a planner for the City of Clovis, David managed a 550-acre annexation
consisting of over 125 rural residential parcels and over 220 registered voters with zero protest at the LAFCo.

Brendon Freeman, Executive Officer, Napa LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Succession planning: Is your LAFCo prepared for the Silver Tsunami?; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.
Speaker: Breakout Session: Analyst 201 – Level up and put a capital “a” in “analyst”; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Brendon Freeman is the Executive Officer of Napa LAFCo, to which he was promoted in July 2015 after working as a staff Analyst for Napa
LAFCo since June 2008. He has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics with a minor in Statistics from the University of California, Davis.
Brendon is a board member of the Napa Sunrise Rotary service club, commissioner on the City of Napa Community Development Block
Grant Citizens' Committee and member of the Napa Valley Support Services Finance Committee.

Ben Giuliani, Executive Officer, Tulare LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: LAFCo policies – Helpful decision-making framework, constraint on policymaking, or both?; Friday, 9 a.m.

Ben Giuliani hails from the Keystone State, moving to California way back in 1996. He currently resides in a county with more cows than
people with his wonderful wife and four relatively well behaved sons. When he isn't working on MSRs, SOIs, ESAs, STIPs, FTIPs, RTPs, GIS
etc., you can find him traveling with his family or getting schooled by his sons at some kind of video game that requires more hand-eye
coordination than he is capable of.

Paula Graf, Analyst, Imperial LAFCo
Moderator: Breakout Session: Analyst 201 – Level up and put a capital “a” in “analyst”; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Paula Graf started as a temporary/limited term Clerk in 2015 with Imperial LAFCo and was expected to stay on for a couple of months. She
was hired on full-time in 2016 and moved up as an Analyst in early 2018. Apart from learning all about the LAFCo world, she’s a full-time
mom to a 17 year old son that is set to graduate from high school this year.

Amanda Graham, Office Assistant, Fresno LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Information Exchange and Knowledge Support of the 21st Century–Clerks Style; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Amanda Graham has been serving the Commission as the Office Assistant for Fresno LAFCo since November of 2016. Prior to finding her
position at Fresno LAFCo, she was a stay at home mom to her four children and worked part-time at a local French bakery. Amanda
currently serves as the President to her Toastmasters club and received her Competent Leader and Competent Communicator certificate.
Amanda plans to continue on her path to becoming the Clerk to the Commission at Fresno LAFCo and making this her long awaited career.

Sandy Hou, Commission Clerk, Alameda LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Information Exchange and Knowledge Support of the 21st Century–Clerks Style; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Sandra (Sandy) Hou has been serving as the Clerk to Alameda LAFCo since 2003. Prior to that she worked in County government in various
administrative support positions, first for the Public Health Department and then for the County Administrator’s office. Earlier work
experience included secretarial work with several law firms, health-related organizations and numerous other companies in the private
sector. Sandy attended the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, studying Italian before moving to the Bay Area, where she met her
husband and together raised a family of three children (as well as a dog, cats, fish, turtles and a rabbit). Sandy plans to retire before the
end of the year and looks forward to spending more time with her grandchildren and on her hobbies/personal interests.

SR Jones, Executive Officer, Nevada LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: MSRs: Tools and determinations – What will stand legal scrutiny and the test of time?; Wednesday, 2:00 p.m.
Moderator: Breakout Session: CEQA 201; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

SR Jones has worked with Nevada LAFCo since 1992 and has served as the Executive Officer of Nevada LAFCo since 1993. In that time, she
has assisted the Nevada LAFCo Commission with numerous proposals for annexations and reorganizations, the consolidation and formation
of several special districts, as well as with sphere of influence planning, policy and procedural updates. SR has also been involved with
CALAFCO since 1994, serving on the Legislative Committee and several Program Committees. In 1997 and again in 2008, she was appointed
Deputy Executive Officer. She served as Executive Officer of CALAFCO from 1998 until 2000 and again from 2009 to 2011. SR received a
degree in History from the University of California at San Diego and currently resides near Nevada City.

Amie Kane, Clerk, Tulare LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Information Exchange and Knowledge Support of the 21st Century–Clerks Style; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Amie Kane currently splits her time serving as the Tulare County LAFCo Clerk and the Tulare County Council of Governments Board Clerk.
Amie completed her paralegal AS degree program in 2006 and has over 15 years of accumulated experience as an administrative
professional in various fields including legal and healthcare administration. Amie is an avid reader, loves to laugh and enjoys spending time
with her friends and family where she resides in Visalia, CA.

Don Lockhart, AICP, Executive Officer, Sacramento LAFCo
Moderator: Breakout Session: Ethics, politics and decisions – Tales from the trenches; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Don Lockhart, AICP, brings nearly 35 years of LAFCo, regional, rural and urban planning experience, in both the private and public sectors to
contribute to this exciting information sharing panel. The thoughts and contributions provided accrue from his long term commitment to
ethical and open pubic processes in the course of delivery of efficient and effective public goods and services. For leisure, Don enjoys
grilling and playing bocce ball (and beating David Church), bicycling and golf. He is the Sacramento LAFCo Executive Officer and has a B.S.
Urban Studies from Virginia Commonwealth University, 1985.

Steve Lucas, Executive Officer, Butte LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: CALAFCO Legislative and organizational update; Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Stephen Lucas is the Executive Officer for the Butte LAFCo with 20 years of LAFCo experience. He has also served as CALAFCO’s Deputy
Executive Officer, Executive Officer and Legislative Committee Vice-Chair. Prior to joining LAFCo he worked as a land use planner for the
County of Butte, serving as staff to the Planning Commission and Airport Land Use Commission. Aside from his professional pursuits, Steve
has also served his community for eight years on the City of Chico Airport Commission and eight years on the Chico Parks Commission as
well as serving on the board of a several local leadership development programs. A more recent diversion found Steve taking a leadership
role in the development of a K-8 charter school where he has served as the Board Chair for three years. Steve graduated from California
State University at Chico, where he received both a B.A. in Geography and an M.A. in Geography and Urban Planning.

Tamaron Luckett, Executive Assistant, San Diego LAFCo
Moderator: Breakout Session: Information Exchange and Knowledge Support of the 21st Century–Clerks Style; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Tamaron Luckett serves as the Executive Assistant for San Diego LAFCo. She’s been with San Diego LAFCo for 15 years and has over 21
years of experience in local governmental services. She enjoys volunteering with her organizations and doing community outreach services
to the less fortunate.

Samuel Martinez, Assistant Executive Officer, San Bernardino LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: CALAFCO Legislative and organizational update; Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Samuel Martinez is the Executive Officer for San Bernardino LAFCo. Sam joined San Bernardino LAFCo as an Analyst in 2003, got promoted
to Senior Analyst in 2008, became Assistant Executive Officer in 2011, before being appointed Executive Officer in July 2018. Prior to
joining LAFCo Sam was a planner for the County of San Bernardino.

Patrick McCormick, Executive Officer, Santa Cruz LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Succession planning: Is your LAFCo prepared for the Silver Tsunami?; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.
Speaker: Breakout Session: Ethics, politics and decisions – Tales from the trenches; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

While taking a politics class at UC Santa Cruz in 1970, Pat was assigned to interview the LAFCo Executive Officer regarding a municipal
annexation/incorporation controversy involving an unincorporated community. Pat thought that LAFCo and annexations were boring, and
proceeded to study other things such as American country music and computer science. In the early 1970s, Pat became concerned about
plans to construct freeways from San Jose to the North Coast of Santa Cruz County and to double the population of the City of Santa Cruz
by urbanizing ranch-lands on the North Coast. How were these decisions being made, and who was making them? In 1973, he went to work
as a Planning Techni-cian for the County of Santa Cruz. Pat was hired as the Executive Officer of Santa Cruz LAFCo in 1980 and will retire in
May 2019. In retirement, he looks forward to hiking, running and mountain biking in the wildlands of the coast north of Santa Cruz.

Nancy Mees, Clerk, Amador and Calaveras LAFCos
Speaker: Breakout Session: Master the art of resolution making; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Nancy Mees is the Clerk for Amador and Calaveras Counties. Prior to joining LAFCo, Nancy worked for the Amador Water Agency and was
the Legislation Editor for the Pacific Law Journal. Working with LAFCo has been a learning experience, but one which she is thoroughly
enjoying.

Pamela Miller, Executive Director, CALAFCO
Speaker: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.
Speaker: General Session: CALAFCO Legislative and organizational update; Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Pamela Miller serves as the Executive Director for CALAFCO. She brings diverse experience with a background in non-profit leadership, local
government (at the municipal and county levels) and the private sector. Prior to joining CALAFCO in 2012, Pamela served as Vice President
of the Consortium for Community Development, a 501(c)(3) community-based organization in Michigan with 27-member agencies. She has
also consulted with a number of local agencies in California and Michigan in developing individual and system capacities. In 2014 she
started her own consulting firm which specializes in training and organizational development for local agencies in California. Pamela is
certified in Total Quality Management and is a graduate of the National Community Development Institute’s Community Builders
Leadership Institute. She has a Master's degree in Organizational Leadership and a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration.

Bill Nicholson, Executive Officer, Merced & San Benito LAFCos
Speaker: Breakout Session: CKH: Reading between the lines; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Bill Nicholson has worked for the LAFCo of Merced County as a part-time responsibility since 1983, serving as the Executive Officer since
2001. He also performed duties as a planner for the Merced County Planning Department until his retirement from the County in early
2014. To fill the extra hours of his semi-retired life, he accepted the part-time job of Executive Officer for San Benito LAFCo in May 2016. Bill
also serves on the CALAFCO Legislative Committee. Bill received a BA degree in Political Science from UCSD, and a MA degree in Urban
Planning from UCLA.

Martha Poyatos, Executive Officer, San Mateo LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: CKH: Reading between the lines; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Martha Poyatos began working at San Mateo LAFCo in 1993 and was appointed Executive Officer in 2000. She holds Bachelor of Arts
degrees in History and Spanish from S.F. State University, a Masters of Public Administration from Cal State Eastbay and a U.C Berkeley
Executive Seminar Certificate.

Lakshmi Rajagopalan, Analyst at Santa Clara LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Making GIS work for the LAFCo layperson; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.

Lakshmi Rajagopalan is an Analyst at Santa Clara LAFCo and has experience working in the areas of land use and transportation, policy,
climate and gender equitable development, project management and budgeting, policy research, public presentations and developing and
writing proposals. Before joining LAFCo, Lakshmi worked with the Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG). Other prior experience
includes working for the Mayor’s Sustainability Officer in the City of Newton, as a Managing Associate conducting research abroad on
sustainable transportation practices for the World Resources Institute (WRI), an international think-tank and a Senior Planner at Michael
Baker International. Lakshmi holds a Master’s degree in Sustainable International Development from Brandeis University and a Master’s
degree in Urban and Regional Planning from San Jose State University.

David Ruderman, Senior Counsel, Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, PC
Speaker: General Session: MSRs: Tools and determinations – What will stand legal scrutiny and the test of time?; Wednesday, 2:00 p.m.

David J. Ruderman is Senior Counsel at Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley, a municipal law firm with offices in Los Angeles and Grass Valley.
His litigation and advisory practice covers a range of public law issues, including municipal finance and public revenues, public utilities,
LAFCo matters, land use, medical marijuana, election law, employment law and general contract disputes. For LAFCos, David recently
defended a LAFCo’s decision that it had no jurisdiction over extra-territorial services provided to a US Naval base. He also recently obtained
a victory defending a developer’s lawsuit challenging LAFCo’s denial of an annexation application and obtained a favorable settlement for a
LAFCo in a lawsuit seeking to compel the LAFCo to adopt MSRs and SOIs. David serves as legal counsel for Yuba LAFCo, assistant counsel for
Calaveras LAFCo, special counsel for Glenn LAFCo, Lakeport City Attorney, and assistant general counsel for the Tahoe Forest Hospital
District. He obtained his J.D. from UCLA in 2006, where he served on the Law Review and externed for the Honorable Harry Pregerson of
the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Prior to attending law school, David served as a Peace Corps volunteer in the Russian Far East. He
graduated with honors in History from Lewis & Clark College in 1997.

Sblend Sblendorio, Commissioner, Alameda LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: LAFCo policies – Helpful decision-making framework, constraint on policymaking, or both?; Friday, 9 a.m.

Sblend Sblendorio is a practicing attorney based in Pleasanton. With experience negotiating real estate, commercial, and finance matters,
he was appointed to the Board of Directors of i-GATE Development Corporation, one of six "iHubs" in the State of California. Sblend has
served on many local and regional committees and councils. He has been the public member of Alameda LAFCo since 2006 and served on
the CALAFCO Board of Directors for two years.

Joe Serrano, Executive Officer, Santa Cruz
Speaker: Breakout Session: Analyst 201 – Level up and put a capital “a” in “analyst”; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Joe Serrano has over a decade of LAFCo experience. He has been an Analyst for various LAFCo’s in both the Southern and Coastal regions
including Orange, San Bernardino, San Diego and Monterey. In 2019 he became the Executive Officer for Santa Cruz LAFCo.

Kate Sibley, Executive Assistant, Contra Costa LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Information Exchange and Knowledge Support of the 21st Century–Clerks Style; Thursday, 9:00 a.m.
Moderator: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Kate Sibley came to work full time with Contra Costa LAFCo in 2005 when Lou Ann Texeira was hired as the EO. She had been working in the
county for three years prior, and before that, she served in administrative positions in museums throughout the West (Santa Fe, Los
Angeles, and Flagstaff, in that order). Kate believes that in order to do the clerk’s job well, a clerk must have a clear understanding of why
LAFCos were created, what they do, how and why they do it and how LAFCos fit into the grand scheme of wise planning for an equitable
future for all.

Keene Simonds, Executive Officer, San Diego LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: MSRs: Tools and determinations – What will stand legal scrutiny and the test of time?; Wednesday, 2:00 p.m.

Keene Simonds is the Executive Officer for San Diego LAFCo. Keene joined San Diego LAFCo in 2017 and is responsible for managing the
day-to-day regulatory and planning activities of the agency and oversight therein of over 100 cities and special districts in San Diego
County. Keene previously served as LAFCo Executive Officer in Marin and Napa as well as an Analyst with Paul Chamberlain International
in Beverly Hills. Keene holds undergraduate and graduate degrees from Pepperdine University and University of Southern California,
respectively. Keene resides in Old Escondido with his wife Candice and three boys – Avery, Andrew and Alexander.

Paula de Sousa Mills, Partner, Best Best & Krieger
Speaker: Breakout Session: Analyst 201 – Level up and put a capital “a” in “analyst”; Thursday, 1:45 p.m.

Paula C. P. de Sousa Mills is a partner in Best Best & Krieger LLP’s Special District practice group, based out of the firm’s San Diego
office. Paula practices in most areas of public agency representation, including the Political Reform Act, Brown Act, California Public
Records Act, public works construction and purchasing issues, real property issues and the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government
Reorganization Act of 2000. Paula serves as legal counsel to San Bernardino LAFCo, assistant legal counsel to Orange LAFCo and serves as
general counsel to a number of special districts in San Diego County (agencies providing sewer and water services. She advises CALAFCO as
assistant general counsel, assists in drafting legislation on CALAFCO’s behalf, and regularly advises other public agency clients with respect
to LAFCo-related issues. She is the primary author of several “white papers” utilized by LAFCos and public agencies throughout the state on

changes in law impacting changes of organization and reorganizations. Paula is a former board member and current volunteer of the Susan
G. Komen for the Cure, San Diego Affiliate. She was awarded the YWCA’s TWIN Award in 2004 in recognition of her contributions to the
legal industry as a distinguished woman in business. In 2012, Paula was a finalist for the San Diego Business Journal’s Women Who Mean
Business Award. Paula joined BB&K upon graduating from law school. She is admitted to practice law in the State of California. University of
the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law, J.D. University of California, Santa Barbara, B.A., political science.

Joy Stover, Clerk, Butte LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Joy Stover is the Clerk for Butte LAFCo and has served there since July 14, 2007. Prior to working for Butte LAFCo, Joy worked for the Butte
County Dept. of Child Support Services in various positions; Family Support Officer, Civil Rights Investigator, Ombudsperson and
Administrative Analyst. Joy’s career working for the government started in December 1997. She has been married for 37 years, has 3 adult
children, two of whom are married and 5 wonderful grandchildren. Joy’s hobbies include quilting, traveling and working on a duck club with
her husband.

Nathaniel Taylor, Senior Planner, Lamphier-Gregory
Speaker: Breakout Session: CEQA 201; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Nat has a broad background covering over forty years of public and private sector planning, real estate development and environmental
consulting work experience. His career began in the early 1970s as a mid-level staff person at the San Francisco Planning Department, then
during the 1980s he spent 8 years as a Real Estate Development Project Manager for a family owned real estate investment and
development company in San Francisco. From the late 1980s and through the 1990s he served as the Vice President for Real Estate for the
S. H. Cowell Foundation, a mid-sized private non-operating charitable foundation where his job was to plan, obtain development
entitlements for and then sell the Foundation’s remaining 12,000-acre portfolio of undeveloped land spread over 7 northern California
counties. After Cowell, Nat spent a brief 1-year stint as a Project Manager for Signature Properties, a local private homebuilder company.
Most recently, since about 2002, Nat has worked as a Senior Planner for Lamphier-Gregory, a planning and environmental consulting firm
in Oakland. In this role, he has become a CEQA practitioner, preparing Initial Studies, Negative Declarations, EIRs and CEQA Exemptions and
other documents for a wide variety of both public sector and private developer projects. Most of his work has involved projects in Oakland,
in the unincorporated areas of the County of Alameda, San Jose, Dublin, Petaluma, Sausalito and Daly City.

Lou Ann Texeira, Executive Officer, Contra Costa LAFCo
Speaker: General Session: CALAFCO Legislative and organizational update; Friday, 10:30 a.m.

Lou Ann has served as Executive Officer for the Contra Costa LAFCo since 2005. Prior to Contra Costa LAFCo, Lou Ann worked for Alameda
County serving as Executive Officer to the Alameda LAFCo and as Analyst/Legislative Coordinator for the County Administrator’s Office
(1998-2005). Previously, she served as Assistant City Manager with the City of Dublin (1989-1998) and as Assistant to the City Manager
with the City of Walnut Creek (1986-1989). Lou Ann is active in CALAFCO, currently serving as Vice Chair of the CALAFCO Legislative
Committee and previously served as the CALAFCO Executive Officer (2011-2013) and CALAFCO Deputy Executive Officer (2009-2011). Lou
Ann holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration and a Bachelor’s degree in Political Science.

Diane Thorpe, Clerk, Sacramento LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Diane Thorpe has served as the Clerk for Sacramento LAFCo since June 2007. Previously she worked for Sacramento County Real Estate
Division. Her background is in marketing and advertising. She has customized and branded the Sacramento LAFCo stationery, agendas,
announcements, project materials, ballots and other marketing material. The first thing she did was remove the typewriter from the Clerk
desk. She has been instrumental in automating, digitizing and cross referencing hand written project logs, resolutions, assessments, etc.
Additionally, she recreated the resolution numbering system to reflect the meeting date and project numbers. She is instrumental in
creating systems, use of spreadsheets and office efficiency.

Terri Tuck, Clerk, Yolo LAFCo
Speaker: Breakout Session: Clerk certification - To be or not to be? That is the question; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Terri Tuck has served as the Clerk for Yolo LAFCo since February 2006. As luck would have it, Terri fell into the position with LAFCo when the
former Executive Officer came to her work cubicle one day and asked if she wanted to leave her current position and come to work for her.
Terri believes the role of a clerk is vital to the organization, especially in a 2- or 3-person office where we must all know our own role, plus a

little bit of our colleagues’ roles, too. She believes the Clerk must have a diverse set of skills and be self-sufficient to support a small
organization with a far-reaching mandate and diverse functions.

Holly Whatley, Shareholder, Colantuono, Highsmith & Whatley
Speaker: Breakout Session: CEQA 201; Thursday, 10:45 a.m.

Holly Whatley is a shareholder in the law firm of Colantuono, Highsmith and Whatley and currently serves as General Counsel to San Diego
LAFCo. She also serves as Assistant City Attorney for the Cities of Ojai, Sierra Madre and South Pasadena. She has served as special counsel
to San Bernardino LAFCo on matters when its general counsel had a conflict of interest. She has advised public agencies throughout
California on LAFCo issues and is active in CALAFCO. Holly also heads the firm’s Litigation Department focusing on public law disputes,
including municipal finance issues, particularly class actions, LAFCo disputes, land use, CEQA, and elections. In 2013, in recognition of her
accomplishments, the Daily Journal named Holly one of the top 20 municipal lawyers in the state. Holly currently serves as the President of
the City Attorney Association of Los Angeles County.

