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To examine the  reasons for, 
and functionality of, 
Spheres  of Influence



 Moderator will present various questions involving Spheres 
of Influence and there implementation.

 Each panelist will offer their profound wisdom from past 
experiences and then the moderator will 

seek audience responses and suggestions.

 Each question is allotted 10 minutes for review and 
discussion.



 56076 - "Sphere of influence" means a 
plan for the probable physical boundaries 
and service area of a local agency, as 
determined by the commission. 



 (1) The present and planned land uses in the area. 

 (2) The present and probable need for public facilities and services in the area. 

 (3) The present capacity of public facilities and adequacy of public services that 
the agency provides or is authorized to provide. 

 (4) The existence of any social or economic communities of interest in the area 
if the commission determines that they are relevant to the agency. 

 (5) The present and probable need for those public facilities and services 
(sewers, municipal and industrial water, or structural fire protection) of any 
disadvantaged unincorporated communities within the existing sphere of 
influence. 



 56425(g) - On or before January 1, 2008, and every five 
years thereafter, the commission shall, 

AS NECESSARY, 
review and update each sphere of influence. 

Do these two simple words make all the difference?



 56106. 
Any provisions in this division governing the time within 
which an official or the commission is to act shall in all 
instances, except for notice requirements and the 
requirements of subdivision (i) of Section 56658, and 
subdivision (b) of Section 56895, be deemed directory, 
rather than mandatory.



 The panelists will discuss these intriguing questions as 
we proceed.

 But what is certain is that each LAFCo has a unique 
experience and is driven by unique pressures and 
practices.



a)   Check the "done" box on your schedule 
(mostly non-essential services or 
agencies without development land use 
entitlement powers), or

b)   Prepare a strong analysis that generates 
the need for hard decisions (most likely 
cities/backbone service providers).



What is the level of expected controversy or public 
participation that will inform the level of effort 
and cost put forth?

Level of review...an SOI review is not an annexation, it is a generalized 
statement of growth, not an approved proposal to develop something.  
Just like a general plan is not as defined as a zoning ordinance or 
evaluated at the same level as a development project (subdivision map, 
use  permit, etc.)



a)  Clear unbending rules, or

b) Flexibility and creativity?



What is the time period for the SOI?  
15, 20, 25, 30 years...does it really 
matter?



 Updates v. Amendments...

Do you really need to solve ALL the issues 
with a single update 

- or –
Understand/accept amendments can always be made at 
a later date.



Costs $$...should this be a factor and who 
should pay and under what conditions?

 Bonus Question:  Should CKH be 
amended to require each agency pay costs 
of SOI updates?



What's more important...an agency's SOI 
desires or LAFCOs oversight and control?



 Do spheres of influence have unintended 
consequences for agencies?

 If so, what are they (real or perceived)? 



 Zero Spheres, 
 Service Specific Spheres, 
 Transitional Spheres, …are there viable options beyond 

the traditional growth sphere?
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